Hanborough Meadows Pre-School (previously Long Hanborough Playgroup est. 1984)
provides a high standard of pre-school education for children aged between 2 and 5 years old.
We help children to develop and thrive in our small, friendly and bespoke setting which was
opened in April 2019. Our pre-school enjoys strong links with local schools to facilitate a
smooth transition for your child into the Foundation Stage of primary school. We have a
strong emphasis on outdoor learning and run our Forest Rangers sessions on Tuesday and
Friday mornings. Hanborough Meadows Pre-School is committed to safeguarding and all staff
and volunteers are vetted to ensure the welfare of the children.
Sessions run Monday to Friday during term time only (2 session minimum policy) Prices as of January 2021:
Full day: 8.30am-3.15pm £35
AM session: 8.30am-11.30am £20
Lunch Club: 11.30am-12.15pm £4
PM session: 12.15pm-3.15pm £20

We accept childcare vouchers and are also an approved setting for grant funding of eligible 2, 3 and 4 year olds.

What have we been up to?
Guardians of the Planet: This topic has been such an interesting and exciting area of learning for the children. In the
last few weeks we have been learning all about bees; their importance to the natural world and the lovely honey that
they make. The children played a game of ‘Find The Nectar’ where they dressed as bees and hunted in our outdoor
space for the nectar (yellow duplo bricks had been hidden) and even made their own bee hives! Buuuzzzzzzzzz!
The children had a very special treat when they were invited to visit Farmer Robert to help him bottle feed his young
calf, Duncan. Duncan’s mummy was struggling to produce enough milk for him, so Farmer Robert gave him extra milk
twice a day. The children loved helping to call him over to them and some of the children helped with the feeding. A
very big thank you to Farmer Robert for sharing such a special experience with our children.

The children have been enjoying their Forest Ranger
sessions; we have had lots of fun den-building and
playing ‘schools’ in the dens. This week we also had
a visit from a baby Robin, which the children named
Mary. We also lifted up a log and found a toad which
was very exciting.
On our walks to our Forest ranger site we have
continued to be ‘litter aware’! We have been
collecting all the litter we find and keeping our
lovely woods clean.

Learning new skills: The children continue to develop their practical skills at our woodwork station which we have in
our outdoor learning area. After re-confirming the woodwork area rules with Tamsin, the children learnt how to turn
screws using a screwdriver and practiced using balsa wood and polystyrene. Amazing woodwork everyone!
Is that Jaws we can see?? Drawing sharks teeth is a great way to
help children practice making zig zag lines. This can really help with
some of their letter formations when learning to write. Hollie
supported some of the children to do this with a fun, under the
sea themed activity.

Upcoming Events
The Summer term is undoubtedly our busiest term of the year. For staff, much of their work is helping the children
who are moving on to start school with their preparation and transition. We are also very busy preparing to welcome
more new children to begin their Hanborough Meadows journey in September.
For all those children starting school, we would love to wish them goodbye and a massive good luck! We will miss
you all but know you will have lots of amazing new experiences at your new schools. Keep in touch and let us know
how you are getting on! We can’t wait for the amazing leaving celebration that we are hosting for the children with
an Under The Sea theme.

We are also so sad to say goodbye to Toni, one of our Deputy Managers. She started working with us in 2016 and has
contributed so much to making Hanborough Meadows what it is today with her commitment and passion. Much
loved by our Staff, parents and the children alike, Toni has made such a difference to so many children in her care.
She is moving to become a Teaching Assistant at Hanborough Manor School and we wish her so much luck for her
new adventures.
With the Summer Holidays approaching, keeping children entertained can be daunting for parents and carers. The 50
things to do before you’re 5 in Oxfordshire website has some really wonderful ideas and resources like a local event
calendar: https://oxfordshire.50thingstodo.org/app/os#!/welcome.
The Red Kite Days website is a really helpful and has some fab ideas of activities and days out for children in
Oxfordshire: https://oxfordshire.redkitedays.co.uk/event/summer-events-whats-on-days-out-with-kids-oxfordshire/
Have a great time and see you in September to tell us all about it!

Joining Hanborough Meadows Pre-School:

✩ Waiting list for September 2023✩
All of our sessions for 2021-22 and 2022-23 are now completely full! We are taking registration for places from
September 2023. We are able to show prospective families around the setting with pre-arranged, socially distanced
visits after hours. To avoid disappointment, please contact our manager Kelly ASAP by emailing
hanboroughmeadowsmanager@gmail.com. Please take a virtual tour of our lovely Pre-School on our Facebook Page
or website www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk. Here you can also view our prospectus and to find out more.
Our address is: 33 Norridge Way, Vanbrugh Meadows, Long Hanborough, OX29 8FL Phone number: 01865 689 015
Follow us on Facebook @hanboroughmeadowspreschool to keep up to date with the latest news,
information and events. ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ us to keep in touch.
Fundraising is a key source of our funding. If you are able to make a donation, however small,
we would be so grateful. You can either visit the ‘Get Involved’ page on our website
www.hanboroughmeadowspreschool.co.uk or the GoFundMe link at https://gf.me/u/x5h526.

